
From: Summer Winkler <summer@greenbuilt.org>
Subject: Fwd: PRESS RELEASE: Blue Horizons Project Begins Next Phase of No-Cost Solar Program
To: Kiera Bulan <kbulan@ashevillenc.gov>
Sent: February 14, 2023 12:20 PM (UTC-05:00)
Attached: Neighbor to Neighbor Solar 2023 Press Release.pdf, Neighbor to Neighbor Solar 2023 Press Release

(1).docx, 2-n2n.JPEG, 1-n2n.JPEG, 4-n2n.JPEG, 3-n2n.JPEG

Hi Kiera! I just sent this press release out and our CoA contact bounced back. Can you either pass this along,
or let me know the best contact to send it out to?

Thanks!

Summer Winkler (she/her)
Clean Energy Program Coordinator
Green Built Alliance
828-222-0314 (direct)
828-254-1995(office)
bluehorizonsproject.com | Facebook | Instagram
greenbuilt.org

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Summer Winkler <summer@greenbuilt.org>
Date: Tue, Feb 14, 2023 at 12:16 PM
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: Blue Horizons Project Begins Next Phase of No-Cost Solar Program
To: Summer Winkler <summer@greenbuilt.org>
Cc: Linda Long <llong@sugarhollowsolar.com>, Jamie Wine <jamie@bluehorizonsproject.com>

Good afternoon,

Please see attached for a press release about a continuing initiative offering no-cost rooftop solar installations
to low-income residents in our area. The Neighbor to Neighbor Solar program is led by the Blue Horizon
Project.

As a program of the nonprofit Green Built Alliance and in partnership with the City of Asheville and
Buncombe County, Blue Horizons Project continues its efforts to reach 100% Renewable Energy by 2042 in
an equitable way. This important effort aims to directly address the high energy costs that disproportionately
burden low-income families, while also reducing carbon pollution and advancing our region’s energy goals.

I've attached four images picturing a recent installation funded by the Buncombe County Sustainability
Office as part of this program. All images should be credited to Sugar Hollow Solar.

Leaders within Green Built Alliance, Sugar Hollow Solar, and Blue Horizons Project are happy to speak with
members of the media for interviews, and we are glad to coordinate opportunities for photo and video
footage.

We appreciate your support in spreading the word about this important program. I look forward to hearing
back on coverage you can offer, and please don't hesitate to reach out if I can do anything else to help.

Thanks in advance for your consideration!

Summer Winkler (she/her)
Clean Energy Program Coordinator
Green Built Alliance

https://bluehorizonsproject.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bluehorizonsproject/
https://www.instagram.com/bluehorizonsproject/
http://greenbuilt.org/
mailto:summer@greenbuilt.org
mailto:summer@greenbuilt.org
mailto:llong@sugarhollowsolar.com
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https://bluehorizonsproject.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bluehorizonsproject/
https://www.instagram.com/bluehorizonsproject/
http://greenbuilt.org/


Contact:
Summer Winkler

Program Coordinator
Green Built Alliance

828-222-0314 | summer@greenbuilt.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 2/14/2023

NO-COST SOLAR INSTALLS RESTARTED FOR LOW-INCOME BUNCOMBE
RESIDENTS

Asheville, NC — Blue Horizons Project has renewed its commitment to no-cost
solar for low-income families through its Neighbor to Neighbor Solar program. As a
program of the nonprofit Green Built Alliance and in partnership with the City of
Asheville and Buncombe County, Blue Horizons Project continues its efforts to reach
100% Renewable Energy by 2042 in an equitable way. Neighbor to Neighbor aims to
directly address the high energy costs that disproportionately burden low-income
families, while also reducing carbon pollution and advancing our region’s energy
goals. The first 2 systems were installed in late 2023, with plans to install at least 20
systems total. Installs will be completed by Sugar Hollow Solar.

To qualify for Neighbor to Neighbor, families’ income must be less than 200 percent
of the Federal Poverty Guidelines. Specific focus will also be given to Black,
Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) households. Neighbor to Neighbor
participants are also eligible for energy upgrade services from our partner program
Energy Savers Network.

Sam Ruark, Executive Director at Green Built Alliance, is grateful for these
partnerships. “We are super thankful to work with our local government partners
and Sugar Hollow to expand the reach of solar energy systems into households that
might not be able to afford it otherwise.”

Clary Franko, Chief Operating Officer at Sugar Hollow Solar, highlights the
importance of serving these community members. “It's essential that we include all
people in the clean energy revolution happening right now. Solar is one of the
brilliant technologies that's necessary to create a healthier future but we need more
people to be accessing and benefiting from both the energy and the economy of it,”
she said. “We are grateful to Green Built Alliance for investing in this program and

mailto:summer@greenbuilt.org


honored to have been chosen as their Neighbor to Neighbor partner. We hope to
continue developing more projects like this.”

For households that would like to apply for Neighbor to Neighbor Solar, please see
instructions on our website. If you have any questions, please reach out to Summer
Winkler, summer@greenbuilt.org or 828-222-0314.

About Blue Horizons Project:
As a program of Green Built Alliance, Blue Horizons Project is working to make a
100% clean-energy future a reality in our region, including initiatives to reduce
barriers and costs to solar energy with programs like Neighbor to Neighbor Solar. The
work of the Blue Horizons Project is being performed for the residents of the City of
Asheville and Buncombe County  in partnership with the City of Asheville and
Buncombe County.

In 2022 when Federal ARPA funding came available through the City of Asheville and
Buncombe County, Green Built Alliance was granted enough funding for fourteen
projects. The Buncombe County Office of Sustainability has also provided funding for
an additional six projects.

About Green Built Alliance:
Green Built Alliance is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit with a 22-year history of advancing
sustainable living, green building and climate justice through inspired action,
community education and collaborative partnerships. This membership-based
nonprofit makes sustainability more accessible locally through numerous
community initiatives and resources. Its efforts include certifying green residential
construction through Green Built Homes; making energy-efficiency and
renewable-energy upgrades to local schools and nonprofits through Appalachian
Offsets; managing the Blue Horizons Project community 100% clean-energy
campaign; weatherizing low-income homes through Energy Savers Network; and
educating the public through classes and its annual Green Building Directory
magazine.

Learn more or get involved by becoming a member or making a donation at
greenbuilt.org.

https://www.greenbuilt.org/
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Energy Savers Network.

Sam Ruark, Executive Director at Green Built Alliance, is grateful for these 
partnerships. “We are super thankful to work with our local government partners 
and Sugar Hollow to expand the reach of solar energy systems into households that 
might not be able to afford it otherwise.”

Clary Franko, Chief Operating Officer at Sugar Hollow Solar, highlights the 
importance of serving these community members. “It's essential that we include all 
people in the clean energy revolution happening right now. Solar is one of the 
brilliant technologies that's necessary to create a healthier future but we need more 
people to be accessing and benefiting from both the energy and the economy of it,” 
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honored to have been chosen as their Neighbor to Neighbor partner. We hope to 
continue developing more projects like this.”

For households that would like to apply for Neighbor to Neighbor Solar, please see 
instructions on our website. If you have any questions, please reach out to Summer 
Winkler, summer@greenbuilt.org or 828-222-0314.

About Blue Horizons Project:
As a program of Green Built Alliance, Blue Horizons Project is working to make a 
100% clean-energy future a reality in our region, including initiatives to reduce 
barriers and costs to solar energy with programs like Neighbor to Neighbor Solar. 
The work of the Blue Horizons Project is being performed for the residents of the 
City of Asheville and Buncombe County  in partnership with the City of Asheville and 
Buncombe County.

In 2022 when Federal ARPA funding came available through the City of Asheville 
and Buncombe County, Green Built Alliance was granted enough funding for 
fourteen projects. The Buncombe County Office of Sustainability has also provided 
funding for an additional six projects.

About Green Built Alliance:
Green Built Alliance is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit with a 22-year history of advancing 
sustainable living, green building and climate justice through inspired action, 
community education and collaborative partnerships. This membership-based 
nonprofit makes sustainability more accessible locally through numerous 
community initiatives and resources. Its efforts include certifying green residential 
construction through Green Built Homes; making energy-efficiency and renewable-
energy upgrades to local schools and nonprofits through Appalachian Offsets; 
managing the Blue Horizons Project community 100% clean-energy campaign; 
weatherizing low-income homes through Energy Savers Network; and educating 
the public through classes and its annual Green Building Directory magazine.

Learn more or get involved by becoming a member or making a donation at 
greenbuilt.org.

https://www.greenbuilt.org/











